EDITORIAL

Tackling toxics

ost Americans believe that if a chemical is
in their cosmetics, their coat, or their couch,
someone is making sure it’s safe for their
health. In reality, little toxicity information or
regulation is required for 80,000 industrial
chemicals used in commerce in the United
States. To address this, legislation to update
the ineffective 1976 Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA)

mental persistence. Are these replacements safe? There
is limited research thus far on the toxicity of the C6 al-
ternatives. However, they are increasing in the environ-
ment and in human blood, and they share the potential
toxicity of their C8 relatives.

One solution to the regrettable substitution problem
is to address entire families or classes containing toxic
chemicals rather than tackling them one at a time. For
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